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Need assessment of Rainbow Trout fish farmers of Boyer-Ahmad County
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Abstract

Education is crucial for development and training need assessment is essential for effiective educa-
tion. For this purpose, a descriptive research methodology design with the aid of Borich Need Assess-
ment Model was used to conduct the study. The target population of the study consisted of all Rainbow
Trout fish farmers of Boyer-Ahmad County. Based on the model, 42 competencies needed were de-
veloped to assess needs of Rainbow Trout fish farmers (N=70). The perceived level of importance and
perceived level of competence of the 42 competencies of Rainbow Trout fish farmers were measured.
The data were acquired by questionnaire using face-to-face interviews. A panel of experts confirmed the
face validity of the questionnaire. The questionnaire was subjected to reliability testing by using a sam-
ple of fish farmers outside the study area and confirmed with the ordinal Alpha value of 0.82. Overall
training needs were analyzed and ranked using Mean Weighted Discrepancy Scores (MWDS). The top
five competencies in need by Rainbow Trout fish farmers included fish diseases and their symptoms,
characteristics of food and fish feeding, transporting and harvesting condition (release, fish density,
temperature and weight).

Index Terms: Agricultural development, training need, Rainbow Trout, fish farmers
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